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If, according to the law of the Hebrews, he who killed a 
man, though involuntarily, was obliged to fly for it; if God 
would not ^suffer' David to build him a temple because he had 
been the occasion of so much bloodshed, though his wars were 
said to be just ; if among the ancient Greeks it was a custom 
that they who had defiled their hands with human blood, 
though without any fault of theirs, had need of expiation, — what 
person living, and particularly if he be a Christian, does not see 
how unfortunate and ominous a thing war is, and with what 
endeavors we should strive to keep ourselves from it, though it 
were not unjust in its objects ! And it is certain that among the 
Christian Greeks a canon was for a long while observed, by 
virtue of which whosoever killed his enemy, in what war soever, 
was excommunicated for the term of three years. 

Hugo Grotius. 
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The Outcome of the Hague Conference. 

The Hague International Peace Conference closed 
on the 29th of July, having been in session two 
months and eleven days. At the closing session 
three conventions were adopted: First, a convention 
for the peaceful adjustment of international disputes ; 
second, a convention concerning the laws and cus- 
toms of warfare on land ; third, a convention for the 
adaptation to maritime warfare of the principles of 
the Geneva Convention of August 22, 1864. The 
first and third of these conventions are given in full 
on subsequent pages of this number of the Advocate 
of Peace. The convention for the peaceful adjust- 
ment of international disputes by means of mediation, 
commissions of inquiry and an international court, 
was signed at the final sitting by the representatives 
of sixteen nations ; the convention concerning the 



laws and customs of war, by those of fifteen ; and 
that extending the Geneva Convention to maritime 
warfare, also by those of fifteen. In the most of these 
cases signature under instructions from the govern- 
ments at home is equivalent to ratification. In the 
case of our own country the Senate must give its 
adherence by a two-thirds vote before the conventions 
can go into effect. Formal ratifications of the con- 
ventions are to be made at The Hague before the 1st 
of January next. It is expected that practically all 
the other powers represented in the Conference will 
sign the Conventions, after having carefully examined 
them. 

Besides these Conventions the Conference adopted 
three declarations, which will have to undergo ratifi- 
cation in like manner. By the first of these " the 
contracting powers forbid to themselves the employ- 
ment of bullets which easily expand or flatten in the 
human body, such as bullets with a hard casing which 
does not entirely cover the inside, or those with in- 
cisions." By the second "the contracting powers 
consent, for a period of five years, to prohibit the 
throwing of projectiles and explosives from balloons 
or in other new analogous ways." By the third, they 
" prohibit the employment of projectiles whose only 
aim is to emit asphyxiating or deleterious gases." 
These three declarations are subject to the provisions 
contained in Articles 11-14 of the Convention ex- 
tending the Red Cross Convention to maritime war- 
fare, given on page 194. The second and third of 
these declarations were voted against by the repre- 
sentatives of England and the United States. 

No provision was made by which the powers not 
represented in the Conference may become parties to 
these conventions and declarations. The subject was 
thoroughly discussed, but it was finally decided to 
leave the matter to the governments to arrange, by 
diplomatic negotiation, or otherwise, the conditions on 
which such adherence may take place. 

The Conference adopted unanimously the follow- 
ing resolution after the discussion of the subject of 
disarmament in committee: "The Conference con- 
siders that limitation of the military burdens which 
now weigh upon the world is greatly to be desired in 
the interests of the advancement of the material and 
moral well-being of humanity." 



